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e Continue current smoke management practices as well as public outreach;
¢ Evaluate pifion-juniper woodland density and soil conditions and develop recommendations for
future management;

e Protect Southwestern white pine during prescribed burns;

e Monitor for cheat grass and other invasive species.
The portion of the municipal watershed located within the Pecos Wilderness contains at least 10
vegetation classes, from alpine grasslands to pine and oak with yucca and cactus. For the purposes of
fire management, the Wilderness Area can be divided into two vegetation zones: (i) lower elevation
(<10,000 feet) mixed conifer forests (comprised of Gambel oak, ponderosa pine, and pifion pine), and
(ii) the upper elevation (>10,000 feet) spruce-fir dominant forests. While this division into two zones
is more accurately described as a gradient, the two types can be used as general guides for fire regimes.

e No treatment in the 4,107 acres of spruce-fir forest

e DPrescribed fire in approximately 2,900 acres of mixed conifer, ponderosa pine, and Gambel oak
The USFS is close to finalizing the publication of the final decision by the regional forester on the
environmental assessment for the prescribed burning within the Pecos Wilderness plan.

Watershed Education and Outreach

Recently, the Santa Fe Watershed Association submitted their annual report for FY 2013-14 (please,
see attachment 1) documenting the educational & outreach activities accomplished in the past year.
2013 and 2014 were difficult times to conduct watershed field classrooms and watershed hikes due to
the on-going construction and completion of the municipal reservoir infrastructure improvements to
Nichols Reservoir and now beginning in the fall of 2014 McClure Reservoir.

In conclusion, the City’s Water Division is continuing the efforts that started in 2009 within the 20-
year watershed management plan to maintain reduced fire hazard within the municipal watershed and
ensure a reliable water supply for the City’s water utility customers.

Attachment 1: FY 2013-14 Upper Watershed Education & Outreach Update.


















