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City of Santa Fe, New Mexico

Memorandum
DATE: July 22,2022
TO: Buckman Direct Diversion Board
VIA: Regina Wheeler, Public Works Department Director Rw@ﬁ 2. 7093 012 WOT)
FROM: Caryn Grosse, Facilities Project Administrator Sr. Cf
ACTION

Approval of Amendment #2 to United States Forest Service Permit ESP104603 for solar arrays at Buckman
Direct Diversion Raw Water Lift Station to add archeological monitoring; (Caryn Grosse, Project
Administrator Senior, clgrosse@santafenm.gov, 505-955-5938)

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY:
As part of a City wide renewable energy and water conservation project that is currently underway, a total
of approximately 1 megawatt of solar will be installed at BDD Booster Station #1A and BDD Lift Station.

In June 2020, the Special Use Permit (SUP) applications for BDD Lift Station and BS1A array locations were
submitted to U.S. Forest Service. In October 2021, US Forest Service completed their review, and provided a
decision letter and Special Use Permit which combined the two applications for BDD Booster Station 1A
and BDD Raw Water Lift Station into a single Special Use Permit, ESP104603. The BDD Board approved the
permit at the November 4, 2021, meeting.

USFS sent Amendment #1 to ESP104603, which required archeological assessment and monitoring at BDD
Booster Station 1A. This amendment was approved by BDD Board on June 2, 2022, and the amendment
was finalized by USFS on June 22, 2022.

As required by Amendment #1, the archeological contractor completed an archeological assessment of the
area to the east of the array sites and found soil disturbance from vehicles driving across the archeological
site. In addition, the archeologist marked the access route to the solar array site adjacent to BDD Booster
Station 1A, and confirmed with USFS that the marked route was acceptable. Under the supervision of the
archeological contractor and in coordination with the BDD Facilities Manager, the solar subcontractor
began surveying and clearing work at BDD Booster Station 1A during the week July 18, 2022. Regular
reports are being made to USFS and BDD leadership as the work progresses.

USFS informed the City on July 19, 2022, that their review of the area near the BDD Raw Water Lift Station
during the permitting process had been incomplete, and that there was an historic site near the intended
construction area that needed additional review. The City provided the requested information the same
day, and USFS was quickly able to complete their review. As a result, USFS has presented Amendment#2,
which contains requirements to protect the cultural site. As the cultural site is more than 150’ away from
the array site, these restrictions should have no impact on the project boundaries. The schedule is affected,
as start of work at this location has been delayed, as well as the need to coordinate the trenching schedule
with the archeological contractor.

The City of Santa Fe will be responsible for the additional archeological monitoring costs and continue to
coordinate with BDD staff on activities in the field.

EXHIBITS:
Amendment #2 to ESP104603 Special Use Authorization for Solar Power Facility



Amendment #1 to ESP104603 Special Use Authorization for Solar Power Facility-signed
Special Use Permit #ESP104603-Signed



Auth ID: ESP104603 FS-2700-23 (v. 10/09)
Contact ID: BDDB OMB No. 0596-0082
Use Code: 623
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
AMENDMENT
FOR
SPECIAL-USE AUTHORIZATION

Amendment#: 2

This amendment is attached to and made a part of the ESP104603 special use authorization for
SOLAR POWER FACILITY issued to BUCKMAN DIRECT DIVERSION BOARD on 11/24/2021
which is hereby amended as follows:

For the purposes of protecting sensitive resources in the area indicated in red on the attached
Appendix A-Map, this amendment places the following restrictions on the access to the construction
site for the solar array at the Buckman Lift Station:

1) No mechanical disturbance will be permitted outside the proposed project footprint indicated by
the blue rectangle and green line in the attached Appendix A-Map; 2) during project construction,
vehicles and equipment are not allowed to enter the project area from the area south of the northeast
corner of the proposed project location; 3) no parking of vehicles or staging of equipment will be
permitted south of the existing facility parking location; and 4) no parking or staging off of the
existing access road (Old Buckman); and 5) an archaeological contractor, operating under a special
use permit issued by the Santa Fe National Forest, will be present and monitor while the conduit
trench is dug.

This Amendment is accepted subject to the conditions set forth herein, and to conditions N/A to
Appendix A — Map attached hereto and made a part of this Amendment.

Holder BUCKMAN DIRECT DIVERSION BOARD A ythorized Officer Signature and Date:

Holder Signature and Date for Debbie Cress
Santa Fe National Forest
Forest Supervisor
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